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Amendments to the Claims: 

Please cancel Claim 29 without prejudice or disclaimer. Please amend 
Claims 1 and 21 as follows. All pending claims are reproduced herein with a 
status identifier in parentheses after the claim number. 



J. 



1 . (Currently amended) A floor tile comprising; 

a flat, elongated bas * having a top surface, a bottom surface, a distal end 
and a proximal end, said b* ise composed of a polymeric material and having a 
solid cross-section; 

first and second opp asite sides lying in respective first and second 
substantially parallel side p anes; 

a longitudinal axis di sposed between and substantially parallel to said side 

planes; and 

a plurality of lojoitucSinaflv spaced , stepped edges formed on each of said 



distal and proximal 
formed by adjoining 



base/^ach of the plurality of stepped edges 
and transverse edge portions, the longitudinal 
edge portion of one said ecfae lying in a longitudinal plane inward of one of said 
side planes and extending |ubstantially parallel thereto and the tran sverse edge 
portion of the one said edoql extending toward a base s ide to join a longitudinal 



edge portion of another one 



of said stepped edges . 



2. (Original) The tile as da imed in Claim 1 , wherein the longitudinal edge 
portions of the opposite one i of the stepped edges lie in the same longitudinal 
plane, whereby opposite stepped edges are in longitudinal alignment. 



Received from < 203 924 3919 > at 2/25/03 11:06:09 AM (Eastern Standard Time] 



FEB 25 2003 10:50 FR INTELLECTUAL PR0PERTY3 324 3313 TO 3 17038723327 




X' 



3. (Original) The tile as claims d in Claim 1 , further comprising: 

first and second interloc c surfaces on said base extending substantially 
parallel to each of said first anc second sides respectively for locking the tile to 
one or more similar adjacent ti es. 



V^/ 4. (Original) The tile as claimi >d in Claim 3, wherein the first and second 



interlock surfaces on the base 



face inward. 



5. (Original) The tile as cj^ffmed iri^Claim 3, wherein each of said interlock 
surfaces comprises an Ijlermaphroditic interlock structure having first and second 
sidewalls spaced apart&o forrp a partialj/enclosed, open-sided cavity facing 
outwardly from said base 1 




6. (Original) The tile as clair led in Claim 5, wherein-thefirst Interlock sidewall is 
the outermost sidewall, and \ therein said sides of said base and said first 



sidewall form there between frh e male part of said interlock structure. 



7. (Original) The tile as claii ned in Claim 5, wherein said first sidewall is inclined 
toward said first side with a s lope of opposite polarity to that of the first sidewall 
adjacent said second side of said base. 



IW012977.1 ] 
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8. (Original) The tile as claimed ifi Claim 1 , further comprising an interlock 

, surface formed in the base of saltfAnd inwardly of the edges of said step edges. 

9. (Original) The tile as claimed/in Claim 1 , wherein the distal end of the base is 
J Informed by a first, second and th/rd step. 

1 0. (Original) The tile as claimed in Claim 9, wherein each step on the distal 
end of the base has a longitudinally aligned step on the proximal end of the base. 



1 1 . (Original) The tile acclaimed 



said stepped edges oi 



Claim 1 , further comprising a plurality of 
eachfof said distal and proximal ends of the base, thereby 
forming a stepped stlircase/arrangement, the staircase arrangement at one of 
said base ends belnfc inverted witlyeipect to the staircase arrangement at the 
opposite base end. 



/ I 

12. (Original) The tile as claimed in Claim 1 1 , wherein the steps of one of said 



staircase arrangements are longitudinally aligned with corresponding steps of an 
opposite staircase arrangement. 



13. (Original) The tile as 
a decorative laye 



claimed in Claim 1 or 2, further comprising: 
adhered to the top surface of the base. 
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14. (Original) The tile as claimed in Claim 13, wherein the base is formed by an 
^ injection moldin g proce ss and vjherein the decorative layer is a laminate molded 
to the base during the process.! 



OS 



k 



1 5. (Original) The tile as claimed in Claim 1 , further comprising, a wear-resistant 
layer adhered to the top surface of the base. 

16. (Original) The tile as claimed in Claim 14, further comprising, a wear-resistant 
layer adhered to the decorative layer. 



17. (Original) The tile according to Claim 13, wherein the base is at least partially 

| 

composed of recycled mastic materij 



18. (Original) The tile as claimed in Claim 13, wherein the decorative layer 
simulates the surface of a wooden floor, and additionally, wherein a plurality of 
longitudinally extending, parallel grooves arejriolded in said top surface to 
sim ulate a plu rality of boa rgs . 



19. (Original) The tile as claimed in Claim 1 8, wherein each of said grooves is 
aligned with longitudinal edge portions of oppositely aligned step edges. 



(mourn.] i 
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20. ( Previously amended) Tfee tile as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the step edges 
l/have longitudinal and trarpvjbrs^intersecting portions to simulate transverse 
staggering between individiial boards of a wood floor. 




21 . (Currently amended) ^ 



a plurality of mutually adjacent tiles mechanically interlocked along the 



sides thereof for adhesive-fr 
wherein, each of saic 



floor tile assembly comprising: 



>e mounting to a surface, 

tiles comprises an elongated base of substantially 
solid rectangular cross-sectjon of substantially equal width and having a 
longitudinal axis, a top and I bottom surface and first and second substantially 
linear peripheral edges form ing substantially straight borders, a pair of open- 
sided interlock structures mi >lded in said base extending parallel to and adjacent 
to different ones of said first and second edges, the open side of the interlock 
structure adjacent the first s de edge facing the bottom surface is disposed to 
engage a mating interlock s ructure of another adjacent tile from the top of said 
base, and a plurality of tran averse stepped end surfaces, longitudinally spaced 
from one-another. formed < n opposite ends of said base, whereby the base 



edges are staggered in the 



22. (Original) The tile asse 

a decorative layer 
section of a wood floor 



longitudinal direction. 



nbly according to Claim 21 , further comprising: 
adhering to said top surface of each tile simulating a 



IM01M77.1 1 
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(0 23. (Original) The tile assembly according to Claim 21 , wherein the transversely 
stepped end surfaces on each tile! are formed by a staircase of individual steps; 
each step having longitudinal and transverse intersecting portions to simulate 
transverse staggering between individual boards^awoo^ floor. 



1/ 




-Jj' 24. (Original) The tile assembly { iccording to Claim 21 , wherein the step 

staircases are positionally invert id relative to a central plane through a said base 
and perpendicular to said longitudinal axis, and wherein each step has a 
longitudinally disposed diagonal counterpart step on an opposite base end. 



25. (Original) The tile assembly according to Claim 21 , further comprising: 

a plurality of top longitudinal grooves, each groove aligned with a 
longitudinal portion of a step and its opposite counterpart to simulate the 
longitudinally abutting edges ©f boards of a wood floor. 



26. (Original) A floor tile' molded ofj36lymeric material, comprising: 

a plurality of flat, elongated tile sections of substantially equal length and 
each of the plurality of tile sections having adjoining top surfaces of generally 
rectangular shape, said plurality of tile sections being joined in parallel 
longitudinally staggered relationship to simulate the staggering of abutting 
elongated boards in a wooc en floor installation, a decorative layer on said top 
surface simulating a wood Grain in each tile section, and matable interlock portion 
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formed on the dgesofsaid 



factions for mechanically interlocking the tile to 



similarly staggered tiles having matable interlock portions thereon. 



27. (Original) A tile accordinc 

Irtnnr 



to Claim 26, wherein each tile section is 
longitudinally spaced from \\\ adjoining section of tile by substantially the same 
amount. 



^8. Canceled. 
•^9, Canceled 
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